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Bernard Priceman, FWD President 

 

WELCOME TO DELEGATES 
To:       FWD Chapter Delegates  
  FWD Officers  
  Past FWD Presidents  

Chapter Presidents  
Committee Chairmen   
Chapter Counselors  
 

Subject:   House of Delegates Meeting, March 19, 2010 at Reno, Nevada,  
                        
This report has been compiled in order to streamline the mechanics of the FWD House of Delegates 
meeting so that all delegates be well informed on the district affairs,    It includes minutes of previous 
HOD and BOD meetings, reports of the FWD officers and committee chairmen and a schedule of 
events for the Spring 2010  Convention and contest.     
 
Chapter Delegates: 
Please download, print, * cut out and sign the Credential Card provided on the last page of this report.  
Please note: the chapter president is the established delegate to the HOD, however if he is unable to 
attend, he may designate a chapter member as Chapter Delegate.    In that case, both the president and 
the delegate should sign the card.     Bring the card with you to the HOD meeting at 2 pm on Friday, 
March 19, 2010 
Do not mail this card.   
 

*  If the delegate is unable to download and print out the credential form, advise the 
District Secretary by e-mail at least 10 days prior to the HOD meeting, and the card 
will be forwarded to him. 
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It is recommended that delegates study this report prior to attending the meeting and obtain any chapter 
input on issues provided. 
 
Upon arrival at the HOD meeting, proceed to the table reserved for your division and present your 
credentials card to your District Vice President seated there.    There will be six tables set up for the 
meeting, five of which are for the seating of the five divisional and one for committee chairmen and 
chapter counselors who have no vote.    Please note: delegates cannot be seated or may not vote 
without presenting valid credential cards.      
 
There will be place cards for all District Vice Presidents, Chapter Delegates, committee chairmen and 
chapter counselors at their respective tables.   
 
At the close of the meeting, please leave your chapter place card on the table for future use.    After the 
convention, it is recommended that delegates file reports with their chapter secretaries as part of a 
permanent record of the House of Delegate Proceedings.   
 
District Officer, Past FWD Presidents, Committee Chairmen and Chapter Counselors: 
No Credential Card is required for your participation in the HOD. Please be seated at your respective 
locations as follows; 

·  District Vice Presidents:  with your respective divisions 
·  Past FWD Presidents:  with your chapters or wherever convenient.    
·  Committee Chairmen and Chapter Counselors at Table 6.   

 
A quorum will be determined from the credential cards presented to the district secretary by the 
respective District Vice Presidents.   
 
These procedures for seating delegates and establishing the quorum at the spring and fall meetings 
were approved previously by the FWD Board of Directors and incorporated into the FWD Statement 
of Policy and the FWD Convention Regulations.    Your observance of these procedures will facilitate 
the conduct and enhance the integrity of the meeting 
 
Thank you 
 
Bernard Priceman, President 
Far Western District 
Barbershop Harmony Society  
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Bill Biffle 

 
A Message from Bill Biffle, Society President 

         
To: BHS Leaders 

From: Bill Biffle, Society President 
Date: Spring, 2010 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
First, thank you for being leaders in your chapters, districts, and our Society.  If we are to prosper as an 
organization, it will be through the efforts of men like you who care enough to devote your time, talents, 
creativity, energy, and money to the task.  Our grandchildren’s grandchildren deserve a chance to have their 
lives enriched by this wonderful hobby as ours – yours and mine - have been.  To make that happen, we must all 
rededicate ourselves to making this organization relevant, and financially secure, in the 21st Century. 
 
I bring you good news!  There are many wonderful things happening in the barbershop world these days.  We 
have a vibrant, successful youth outreach program that is sharing the joy of barbershop music with thousands of 
young people each year – over 7,000 in 2009 alone!  These kids are not just our future, they are changing our 
Society today! If we were able to expand this effort tenfold, imagine the difference that would make for the 
future of our Society. 
 
We have help for our chapters.  Help to help them have more fun, attract and keep more members, and sing 
better.  Much of this help for our chapters has been around for some time, but the problem has been getting this 
excellent information to our chapters in an effective way so that they can, and will, use it to create a compelling, 
attractive, satisfying experience for their members every week.  Are you old enough to remember, as I do, the 
great “Music Men” our Society used to send to our chapters on a periodic basis?  The Steinkamps, Huffs, 
Stevens, and others who brought the joys of barbershop to our chapters in our own home towns?  What if a 
program like this were available again – but in an even more effective way?  What if there were a “Music Man” 
who lived in each region of the country?  A dedicated, talented, passionate guy who would work every day to 
bolster existing chapters, create and nurture new chapters, build relationships with music teachers and town 
leaders, and expose barbershop to the world? Can you imagine the effect this would have on the future of the 
Society? 
 
What if we had one, two  - or ten - young, personable, exciting, good singing quartets touring high schools, 
colleges, and communities all across this continent, singing barbershop and spreading the gospel of who we are, 
what we do, and selling the world on the demonstrable fact that barbershop can be a positive, healing force  in 
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today’s fractured world?  Showing the world how this music can heal divisions, create community, and inspire 
people of all ages to keep music in their lives forever? 
 
What if these weren’t the only ideas we had for growth?  (They aren’t!)  What if the creative men in our Society, 
unhindered by financial concerns, could let their imagination run wild in designing and implementing programs 
to secure our future?  What if?  What if? 
 
Well, why not?  What’s holding us back?  In a word, money!  Since the mid-1980s, we’ve lost about one third 
of our dues paying, convention going, merchandize buying members, costing us the revenue we need to fund 
new programs for growth - to guarantee, in fact, our survival as a positive force for the good that music – 
especially barbershop music – can do in this world.   
 
If we are to grow again, we simply must change the way we finance this organization. Our current financial 
model is not working. Our traditional sources of income – dues, events revenue, and merchandize sales – will 
not even provide for all of our existing member services, let alone fund new programs for outreach and growth.  
If we are to survive as an organization we need new funding to make it possible to expand existing programs 
and create and implement new ones. 
 
What’s the answer?  Harmony Foundation and Sing Canada Harmony.  In the last seven years.(including 2010), 
Harmony Foundation will have given over $2,500,000 to sustain and grow Society programs and, in addition, 
has given more than $750,000 to chapters and Districts through the Donor Choice program.  Sing Canada 
Harmony is the organization through which Canadians can invest in barbershopping in Canada and, in its four 
years of existence, has grown into a powerful positive force for support of vocal music in Canada. These two 
organizations exist solely as conduits for our giving in support the mission of our Society.   
 
It’s clear that our contributions to these two organizations are making a difference - were you in Tampa in 
January? - but we need to do more.  It’s a startling fact that fewer than 6% of barbershoppers are currently 
contributing financially to our future in this way.  We need – we must –increase that number by several orders 
of magnitude if we are to survive as a force for musical good in this world.  We – you and I - must all be leaders 
in this fight for survival.  Each organization has giving programs to fit everyone’s capacity.  From the minimum 
monthly contributions necessary for membership in the Ambassador of Song program to the highest levels in the 
President’s Council, there are ways we each can give. 
 
Will you join Lillian and me in support of our future?  If you’re now a donor, we sincerely thank you.  Is it 
possible for you to increase your level of participation?  If you’re not yet a contributor,  will you become one 
now?   
 
And one thing more - we need to tell this story to others.  We need to share the story of the rich musical history 
we need to preserve,  of the vibrant craft we have to share, of a world that desperately needs harmony, and of 
people we seek transformation in their lives. We know that singing enriches lives, so let us be responsible 
stewards of this extraordinary gift and invest passionately in a relevant and vital future.  
 
Your grandchildren’s grandchildren will bless our name for being a part of this great movement.  I guarantee it. 
 
Thanks for reading.  You can reach me at bbiffle@barbershop.org.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Bill Biffle 
President, Barbershop Harmony Society 
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Far Western District 
Spring  Barbershop Convention,  

District Contests and Northeast Division Competitio n 

PROGRAM 
Reno, Nevada, California 

March 18-21,2010 

- Harrah's 
All meeting rooms are in the WEST Tower on the 3rd floor Convention area 

Pioneer Theater 2 blocks south — 100 South Virginia 
Wild River Grill — 17 South Virginia  

Thursday (March 18) 
 
  2:00 p.m. FWD Board Meeting   Washoe B-C    
  7:30 p.m. Pre-Registration Pick Up Only  Foyer     
   
Friday (March 19) 
 

9:00 a.m. FWD Past District President Meeting  Washoe B-C    
9:00 am-500 PM  Registration Opens                                         Foyer 
                             Open at Pioneer Theater 6:00 PM 
9:00 a.m. Barbershop Shop Opens   Esmeralda   
9:00 a.m. AHSOW (all day)   Washoe A   

              11:30 a.m. Harmony for Lunch Bunch  Wild River Grill                 TBA  
                            1:00 pm                Beginning Woodshedding                               Washoe B-C  
               2:00 p.m. House of Delegates   Douglas  
               2:00 p.m. Form Qt-Impromptu   Washoe B-C  
               3:00 p.m. Impromptu Qt Contest   Washoe B-C  
               4:00 p.m. Leadership Meeting   Douglas  
               5:00 p.m. Judges Meeting    C.A. Hotel Room  TBA  
               6:00 p.m. Doors Open (Quartet Semifinals)  Pioneer Theater    
               6:45 p.m. Quartet Prelims Semifinals  Pioneer Theater  
             10:30 p.m. Evaluations (Quartets not Advancing) Judges Rooms Hotel East Tower  
 
Saturday (March 20) 
 
  9:00 a.m. Registration Opens   Pioneer Theater    
  9:00 a.m. Barbershop Shop Opens   Esmeralda    
               9:00 a.m. AHSOW (all day)   Washoe A   
           10:00 a.m.                Doors Open (Chorus Contest)  Pioneer Theater    
           10:45 a.m.  Nor East Chorus Contest                Pioneer Theater  
            12:00 p.m.  Chorus Evaluations   Pioneer Theater  
              2:00 p.m.   High School Quartet Contest  Pioneer Theater  
              6:00 p.m. Doors Open (Quartet Finals)  Pioneer Theater  
              6:00 p.m.  Barbershop Shop Closes   Esmeralda  
              6:45 p.m.              Quartet Prelims Finals   Pioneer Theater  
              9:00 p.m.  Show of Champions & Awards  Pioneer Theater  
            10:30 p.m.               Hospitality Rooms   Various   Various  

           10:30 p.m.  High School Afterglow   Hotel West Tower 
           10:30 pm                 Evaluations Finalist Qts                                  Judges Rooms Hotel East Tower 

    
Sunday (March 21) 
 

9:00 a.m. Barbershop Shop Open (Closes at Noon) Esmeralda 
                           10:00 a.m. Youth Outreach    Washoe C 
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Far Western District 
Fall House of Delegates Meeting 

Agenda 
 

Reno, Nevada 
2 pm Friday,  March 19, 2010 

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

               
 
 

1.   Call To Order     Bernard Priceman, President 
2. “The Star Spangled Banner”   Russ Young, EVP 
3. “The Old Songs”     Gene Clements, DVP SE 
4. Invocation      Bill Rosica, DVP SW 
5. Welcome      Sam Barger, Convention Chairman 
6. Introduction      President Priceman 

·  Past Presidents 
·  Other Dignitaries 
·  District Officers     

  7.   Roll Call      Peter Feeney, District Secretary 
 8.   District President’s remarks   President Priceman 

9. Keynote Address     Connie Keil, SBM 
10.  Approval of previous minutes   President Priceman 
11. Receipt of HOD Reports    President Priceman 
12. Additional officer/Committee reports   President Priceman          
13. Unfinished Business 

   a.   SOP Changes 
14.  New Business 

a.  BOD Highlights    President Priceman 
                   b.  Awards     Deane Scoville, Awards Chair 

 c.  Future Convention Plans   John Jones, Events Com.Chair 
 d  Next Meeting time/Location  President Priceman  
15.  “Keep the Whole World Singing”  Jim Turnmire, DVP NE 

   16    Adjournment     President Priceman 
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FWD HOUSE OF DELEGATES ROSTER 
March 19,  2010                                     Reno, Nevada  
 

Past Presidents (16)      Board Members (10) 
Sam Aramian 1968-69  Bernard Priceman, President  
Lynn Brittan 1970-71   Dick Girvin, Secretary 
John Currin 1974   Jim Sherman, Treasurer 
Don McAvoy 1983   Russ Young, Executive Vice President 
Sam Barger 1984-85   Bill Rosica, Div. 1--DVP Southwest Division 
Terry Aramian 1986-87  Gene Clements, Div. 2--DVP Southeast Division 
Chuck Hunter 1988-89  Steve Sammonds, Div --DVP Northwest Div.  
Dick Girvin 1992-93   Jim Turnmire, Div. 4--DVP Northeast Division 
Don Gubbins 1994-95   Ted Sayle, Div. 5--DVP Arizona Division 
Bob House 1996-97   Bob Lally, Immediate Past President 
Carl Truman 1998-99    
Deane Scoville 2000-2001  Distinguished Guests (Non-voting) 
John Krizek 2002-2003  Connie Keil, SBM  
Peter Feeney 2004-2005   
Bill Cale 2006-2007 
Bob Lally 2008-2009    

Total Delegates: 105  (Quorum:  32 ) 
     FAR WESTERN DISTRICT CHAPTERS (81) 

Aloha Laguna Hills San Francisco Bay Cities 
Apple Valley Las Vegas San Clemente 
Bakersfield Las Vegas Metro San Luis Obispo 
Bay Area  Lompoc Santa Barbara 
Brea Long Beach Santa Clarita 
California Delta Los Angeles Santa Cruz 
Canada Del Oro Marin Santa Fe Springs 
Carson City Mesa Santa Maria 
Casa Grande Monterey Peninsula San Mateo County 
Central Arizona Quartet Napa Valley Santa Monica 
Central California Nevada-Placer Santa Rosa 
Chico North Valley Sedona 
Coachella Valley Orange (Quartet) Sierra Vista 
Conejo Valley Palo Alto – Mountain View South Bay 
Crescent City Palomar Pacific St George 
Crescenta Valley Pasadena Stockton 
Davis-Vacaville Placerville Sun Cities 
El Cajon Prescott Tucson 
Eureka Redding Ventura 
Folsom Reno Visalia 
Fremont-Hayward Rincon Beach Walnut Creek 
Fresno Riverside Westminster 
Fullerton Rohnert Park White Mountains 
Greater Phoenix Sacramento Whittier 
Hemet San Diego Yuma 
Inland Empire San Fernando Valley (Temecula,)* Licensed 
Irvine San Francisco  
La Jolla (Non voting)*  
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Minutes, Fall  Board of Directors Meeting 

  

  
FAR WESTERN DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Sacramento, California 

Thursday, October 8, 2009 
2:00 PM 

 
Minutes  

President Bob Lally opened the Fall FWD BOD meeting, at 2 pm on Thursday, October 8, 2009 in the 
Sequoia Room of the Hyatt Hotel in Sacramento California. 
 
Present were:  
  President     Bob Lally  
  Executive Vice President,   Bernard Priceman 

DVP (Div. 1) Southwest Division Bill Rosica 
DVP (Div. 2)  Southeast Division Gene Clements 
DVP (Div. 3) Northwest Division Steve Sammonds 
DVP  (Div. 4) Northeast Division Jim Turnmire 

 DVP  (Div. 5) Arizona Division Ted Sayle 
Immediate Past President  Bill Cale 
Treasurer    Jim Sherman 

 Secretary    Dick Girvin 
 
Guests/Invited Committee Chairmen Attending: 

Terry Aramian 
Richard Lund 
Bill Tieberg 
Peter Feeney 
Bob Cathaway 
Clark Abrahamson 
John Jones 
Keith Eckhardt 
Bill Borah 

  Gordon Bergthold 

Deane Scoville  
Jerry Orloff 
Lynn Brittan 
Doug  Maddox 
Dick Whitten 
Sam Barger 
Nick Papageorge 
Sam Papageorge 
Joe Salz 
Don Salz 

 
The agenda established for the meeting (as modified) was followed and the reportable results are 
shown:  
 
1.  The board welcomed new member, Ted Sayle, DVP Arizona Division, recently elected to 
replace retiring Gordon Bergthold. 
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2.  All officers provided updates on their written reports as published in the Delegate's Fall 
Delegates Brochure. 
 
3.   The Invited Chairmen provided details augmenting their reports in the Fall Delegates 
Brochure. 
The modified agenda included the following that were not included in the brochure: 

a.  Keith Eckhardt , reporting on District membership status, noting that, among other 
points of interest, that the average age of member in FWD  has dropped 6%,!  Further, 
that free registrations had been offered to the college or high school singers that would 
like to attend the convention. (results to follow) 
b.  Richard Lund  reporting  on the  continuing success of the Youth Camp under his 
aegis. 
 

4.  Motions: 
 1.  To approved the modified agenda  (MSP) 
 2.  To approve the published Summer Board Minutes  (MSP)' 
 3.  To dedicate the Spring 2010 Convention to Sam Barger (MSP) 
 4  To approve the funding of the FWD promotional enhanced CD and brochure 
       as presented, at a cost not to exceed $4200, subject to approval of the final product. (MSP 
 5. To authorize the treasurer to allocate monies form the Harmony Foundation Fund to pay 
      for the category School for judges candidates and others needing to attend school. (MSP) 
 
5.  Special presentation.  (Dan Jordan) 
 The board was provided a proposal by Marketing and PR Chairman, Dan Jordan, for a 
promotional "Enhanced CD"(not quite a DVD) and accompanying brochure to be used by 
chapters and the district alike.  The, "Enhanced CD" will contain: 
 Documents  Links to International et al 
 Pictures  Map of the FWD Chapters 
 Logos   DVD Footage of champion performances 
 Audio Samples Power Point presentation 
The accompanying tri-fold full color brochure will provide a visual picture of the many facets of 
the  district and will identify the contents of the "Enhanced CD."   He sought and received  
approval for a cost of $4200 quantity of 5000 of each, subject to approve of  the final material. 
 
6.  Retiring President Lally expressed his appreciation for  the corporation and support offered by 
the Board during his two-year administrate and provided each member the new FWD medallion 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 pm noting that the next meeting of the BOD will be in Reno 
on March 18, 2010. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Dick Girvin  
Secretary    
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Minutes, Fall  HOD  Meeting  

                                                              
Far Western District 

Fall  House of Delegates Meeting 
Sacramento, California 

2 p.m. Friday, October 9, 2009 
 MINUTES 

 
President Bob Lally called the House of Delegates Meeting to order at 2 pm Friday October 9, 

2009, in the Regency Ballroom (B & C) at the Hyatt Hotel in Sacramento 
California' 

 The following officers, directors and delegates were present: 
Officers 

Past Presidents (11)      Board Members (10) 
Lynn Brittan 1970-71   Bob Lally, President 
Sam Barger 1984-85   Dick Girvin, Secretary 
Terry Aramian 1986-87  Jim Sherman, Treasurer 
Dick Girvin 1992-93   Bernard Priceman, Executive Vice President 
Don Gubbins 1994-95   Bill Rosica, DVP Div. 1—Southwest Division 
Carl Truman 1998-99   Gene Clements, Div. 2—Southeast Division 
Deane Scoville 2000-01  Steve Sammonds, Div 3—Northwest Division 
Peter Feeney, 2004-2005  Jim Turnmire, Div.   4—Northeast Division 
Bill Cale, 2006-2007   Ted Sayle, Div. 5—Arizona. Division 
     Bill Cale, Immediate Past President 
  

Distinguished Guest (Non-voting) 
Lou Benedict, SBM 

Bakersfield 
 

Palo Alto-Mt View 
 Bay Area 

 
Rincon Beach 
 Brea 

 
Reno 
 Carson City 

 
Placerville  
 Central California 

 
Riverside 
 Davis-Vacaville' 

 
San Francisco 
 El Cajon San Francisco Bay Cities 

Folsom Santa Cruz 
Fremont-Hayward Santa Fe Springs 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Fresno Santa Maria 
Fullerton Santa Monica 
Greater Phoenix Stockton 
La Jolla Sun Cities  
Las Vegas Metro Tucson 
Marin Ventura 
Nevada-Placer Whittier 
Orange (Quartet)  
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Actions of the House: 
In accordance with the modified agenda the House of Delegates took the following 
actions: 
 
1.  Keynote Address: 
 The "Paired Representative" and the International Representative to the 
convention,  Lou Benedict provided a brief summary of the current problems/solutions at 
the National level and entertained questions from the floor.  
 
2.  The Annual Memorial for the deceased brothers included 51 members who have 
joined the "Great Chorus In the Sky" since the past Fall Convention in 2008.  (However, 
one member, Scott Sievert, was reported erroneously and is very much alive). 
 
3.  Motions: 
The following motions were presented and voted upon: (all resolutions were passed 
unanimously) 
 a.  To approved the minutes of the previous meeting in Las Vegas March 2008. (MSP) 
 b.  To receive the reports of the Officers and Committee Chairmen as published in the Fall  
 Delegates Brochure: (MSP) 
 c.  To approve the  changes in the FWD Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) as published 
  in the Fall Delegates Brochure (MSP) 
 d. To approved the budget as presented in the Fall Delegates Brochure  (MSP) 
 e.  To elect by proclamation the slate published in he Fall Delegate's Brochure (MSP) 
 
4.  New Chapter Formed. 
The CALIFORNIA DELTA CHAPTER (D-123), sponsored by Sacramento,  was 
welcomed as FWD's newest chapter.  
 
5.  Sean Devine 
FWD's own Sean Devine, (lead of the International Champion  O.C. Times)  now a 
representative of Harmony Foundation, brought greetings and discussed the objectives 
and current plans of the Harmony Foundation 
 
6.  Closing 
Outgoing President Bob Lally tendered his appreciation for the support given to him by 
the HOD during his tenure as District President.  And in closing, he commented that the 
current situation of declining response from members as well as declining attendance is 
something  that is high on the list of the incoming administration's list.  A task team, 
under President-elect Bernard Priceman,  has been formed to think " in and out of the 
box" to make conventions more attractive and more inviting to members and their 
families.  A report on this can be expected at the Spring HOD meting in Reno on March 
18, 2010. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Dick Girvin, Secretary 
Far Western District
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Minutes,  Fall  Board of Directors Electronic Meeti ngs  
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MINUTES 
A number of motions  requiring electronic voting  were acted upon during the period from the past BOD 
meeting to the present:  The motions and their resolution are: 
 
17 October 

Motion 1 To grant show clearance to San Fernando Valley for their tri- chapter 
show on November 21, subject to acceptance by the chapters involved that some 
of their officers attend  this year's CACM in Stockton,  or as much of the 
SoCal LA (formerly COTS) as possible, or the one or Phoenix. (MSP) 
 
Motion 2: To increase the dollar amount in the the previously approved Motion 
for the " FWD Promo Flyer & CD" to "not to exceed $5,000". Additional funding 
will be provided from the "FWD Harmony Foundation Donor's Choice 
Reserve".(MSP) 

 17 November 

Motion: To change the dues rate for seniors to $18.75 (or 25% discount) for 
those members attaining senior status after January 1, 2010 effective with their 
first dues payment or renewal  
thereafter. Those members already qualified and paying the $12.50 (or  
50% discount) rate will be unaffected by this change and shall be  
categorized as Senior Legacy members. (MSP) 

26 November 
   Motion: To modify the FWD SOP (Para 10.1.1) to read ""No District dues  
   for new members in a new Chapter for one year from the date of    
   licensing". {MSP)  
 
14 December 

Motion: To approve the webcasting of the 2010 FWD Spring Convention in Reno 
at a subscription fee of $25 with the revenue to be added to other 
convention revenue for the purpose of calculating the host chapter's 
remuneration.(MSP) 
  

22 February  Motion: to elect Peter Feeney as Secretary of the Far Western District   
   with immediate effect, to hold office until such time as a successor is   
   elected (MSP) 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Dick Girvin, Secretary  
Far Western District 
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Date:  March 19, 2010  
To:  Members of the House of Delegates of the Far Western District 
From:  Bernard Priceman, District President 
Subject: Spring Meeting 2010 
 
 
It is my distinct pleasure to welcome each and every one of you to our 2010 Far Western District 
Spring Convention in Reno, Nevada.  I hope you enjoy every minute of your stay. 
 
This is my first report to you as your District President and it is being written after only 40 days 
in office.  Nevertheless, I have a number of things to report, both from inside and outside of the 
District.  First, let’s look at the health of the Society.  Although membership is still not growing, 
the feeling is that we (like real estate values) are bobbling along the bottom.  And there are some 
good signs in the membership numbers for 2009.  The Society recruited about 2,600 men last 
year, 22% of who were aged 25 or younger!  If this continues (and there is no reason why it 
should not) we will no longer be a dying Society.  Even more remarkable, in 2007 the most 
popular single age for a new member was 68; in 2010 it was 19!  Paying attention to youth is 
paying off, is it not? 
 
There are other signs that our Society is healthy, too.  Attendance at the recent Midwinter 
Convention in Tampa was the highest ever and registrations for the International Convention in 
Philadelphia are already above last year’s numbers for Anaheim, with still 20 weeks to go at the 
time of writing this!  And Harmony Foundation, the financial power behind the Society, is 
finally being recognized by us all, with record donations last year.  That means more money to 
attract more youths to our hobby and a further guarantee that we’ll be around for many, many 
years to come.  I hope you are supporting both Harmony Foundation and attending our 
conventions.  We need you. 
 
Of course, we lost members in 2009 because mortality and attrition exceeded recruitment.  But 
how can we stop men from leaving?  Well one way is to make sure that they have too much fun 
at their chapter meetings to want to leave.  To this end, we have already begun a highly praised 
program here in the Far Western District, known as CACM – Compellingly Attractive Chapter 
Meetings.  Both Northern and Southern California have held CACM training sessions courtesy of 
Chuck Greene and Arizona will follow soon.  They may be the best way to insure that men have 
so much fun that they do not ever want to leave.  And they are a great recruiting tool to entice 
men who walk through the door.  Also Derick Sturke, our new Chairman of Social Events, will 
start to prod you all into having more fun, with ideas and events that will evoke days of old. 
 
The best way to recruit new members, though, is simply to tell others about our great hobby.   
We’re not good at that, so I sent every FWD member my “Join in the Fun” button in the hope 
that they will wear it to elicit conversations with strangers.  Tell ‘em how much you love 
barbershopping and they’ll come to see for themselves.  I also have two men looking at other 
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ways to recruit.  One way is to bring back Auditions for Admissions and the other is to try to get 
choruses to sing in local malls, thereby exposing the public to our hobby.  The Santa Clarita 
Chapter did this recently and everyone had a blast.  Could your chapter do that?  I’ll bet you 
could. 
 
On the agenda for the first part of the year are some other things you may like to hear about.  It 
has been the practice in this District to hold just three face-to-face Board meetings per year.  
Your Board is a very talented, innovative and hard working set of men.  If we met more often, 
we could plan for so much more.  And so I have already begun monthly conference calls so that 
we can air our views, come up with ideas and make better use of our capabilities. 
 
In Reno, for the first time in a while, we will have a Barbershop Shop.  We’ve missed being able 
to buy pitch pipes, sheet music, CDs, DVDs, clothing and the like for too long.  It’s back.  I hope 
you will support it. 
 
We can all sing better if we receive coaching from time to time.  Chapter Music Teams, did you 
know that the District will pay up to $300 towards coaching each year?  Also, the Society is 
dying to send Music Specialists to visit us, but chapters don’t ask for them.  It’s not too late for 
2010.  Please let myself or your Division Vice President know if you’re interested.  Several 
chapters could combine in your area and have a wonderful evening of coaching and fun.  And 
it’s free, folks.  Just provide the venue. 
 
We were not able to organize a web cast for Reno, unlike Sacramento last year.  The provider 
had to back out at the last minute.  But I have already approved a web cast for the Fall 
Convention in Bakersfield.  This will allow many to watch the contests from their own homes 
when they cannot spare the time to be there, or are too far away (we had several overseas 
viewers watch last time) or are perhaps ill.  And they can have all their friends and family over to 
see the fun.  Perhaps they’ll want to be there themselves next time. 
 
Finally, I have set up a meeting in Reno which I hope will become a regular event.  I have 
invited every Chapter President to meet with the District Board on Friday morning.  It’s about 
time.  We are all leaders but we never meet as a group.  There is much information that can be 
passed in both directions and I believe it will be a valuable get-together. 
 
So that’s my report.  Lots of good things happening.  I’m excited.  I hope you are, too. 
 
Join in the Fun! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
BERNARD PRICEMAN 

��� �
�
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Russ Young, Executive Vice President 
Subject: Spring 2010 Status  
Date:  March 19, 2010 
 
Being early in the new year, I find myself making plans to fill the big shoes of Mr. Priceman.  As 
of this writing, District Chairmen are working on meeting the goals set forth during the past year.  
It is my intention to follow through on those already in motion as well as further identify the 
needs of the District through each committees’ area of focus.   
 
Once the District Board has made final decisions on meeting formats, I will coordinate 
communications with the DMT that works in concert with those.   
 
I have no recommendations for the HOD at this time. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Russ Young 
Executive Vice President 



Delegates Spring Brochure 
March 19, 2010 

 19 

 
 

To:                  FWD House of Delegates 
From:      Bill Rosica, District Vice President, Div. 1 Southwest  
Subject: Spring 2010 Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
The beginning of the year has been a busy time.  Actually, it began last November at the 
Leadership Academy.  The Southern Academy was well attended and many new views on 
running chapters were brought up.  For my part, I wore two hats:  One as the Registrar and the 
other as incoming president of Master of Harmony. 
 
Then the Santa Monica Chapter hosted the CACM with Chuck Green.  I had a prior commitment 
at 5:00 PM, but was able to attend all but the last two hours.  The class was very informative and 
all who attended had a great time.  One thing I noticed was that the class was full of singing, 
something we used to do at COTS, and something we might want to incorporate once again.  
After all, we are a “Singing Organization”. 
 
I made a trip over to San Luis Obispo to attend the chapter’s Convention Steering Committee 
meeting for the Fall Convention in Bakersfield and then their chapter meeting.  Ray Johnson, 
Convention General Chairman is very organized and has things well in hand.  They are well 
ahead of the curve in getting things done.  I then attended their chapter meeting, where Paul 
Silva was being considered as the new director.  Paul took the guys through a few songs and 
began improving the sound right away by asking each section to match vowels.  How many 
times have we all heard our directors ask the same thing?  Good luck to Paul and the San Luis 
Chapter. 
 
Member renewal and retention is always going to be at the top of the list.  I know the Southwest 
Division has had quite a few new members sign up, but it seems that those leaving more than 
offset the new guys.  President Bernard has passed out the new buttons and I have found that 
they certainly grab people’s attention.  But if we don’t wear them, they won’t work.  How many 
times have we heard, “If I only knew about Barbershopping, I would have joined years go”?  
This is your chance.  Let everyone know where they can sing each week by displaying your 
button. 
 
Take a look at the back of the Westunes.  A list of shows is there and it is a perfect way for your 
chapter to have a great night out, see what your neighboring chapters are doing and lend some 
financial support by purchasing a ticket.  Better yet, have your chapter buy ten tickets and give 
them to the local High School music teacher.  I guarantee your ROI (Return On Investment) will 
be better than you think. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bill Rosica 
SoCal West Division VP 
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To:            FWD House of Delegates 
From:      Gene Clements, District Vice President, Div. 2, Southeast Division 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
 The following activities are not necessarily in date order. 
  
1. Had a great Leadership Academy, combined Southwest and Southeast, for the third 
consecutive year in Pico Rivera. Of necessity, due to DVP Rosica living in Bakersfield, I did the 
"grunt" activity. Participants responded very favorably to the courses' content and instructors. 
NOTE: Dick Girvin prepared some excellent informational material on the absolute necessity of 
being incorporated in a chapter's state. It was presented in the Secretaries' class and subsequently 
to other chapters not represented.  
  
2. Primm, Nevada was removed from further consideration for the division's 2010 convention. 
  
3. Prior to the October FWD convention, I strongly promoted its web cast to my division. 
  
4. Passed along to Chapter Presidents (CPs) and Treasurers information developed by FWD 
Secretary, Dick Girvin, relating to the BHS dues structure and how to find more detail on the 
BHS web site. 
  
5. Began promoting the CACM event to my chapters.  
  
6. Knowing that chapter officers needed to find info about their responsibilities, I researched 
BHS sites' content and advised them that the BHS DOCUMENT CENTER was the place to go, 
and where to find it. 
  
7. Over the past few months, the HARMONET LITE sent information relating to how to become 
a better singer. I deemed it worth of passing these informational sites to selected division chapter 
officers for their internal chapter distribution. I received many favorable responses. 
  
8. Perhaps my most satisfying activity was receiving a "Yes" response from the 
WESTMINSTER CHAPTER when I asked them to host the Southeast Division Convention and 
Contests. I did not put it out for 'bids' to my division as The Westminster Chorus won the 2009 
FWD District Chorus Contest, and they could use the income to assist them in traveling to the 
International in Philadelphia. Special thanks to our division's activities guru, Paul Sandorf, for 
the assistance he's given and will continue to give to Westminster. 
  
9. Within the FWD BOD and Management teams, I strongly promoted the idea of no prospective 
chapter member being turned away (CROWS, to use an old term), and that new members could 
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become chapter members and through being exposed to musical training could eventually 
become chorus members. I had previously promoted the same thoughts in a WESTUNES article. 
  
10. So that chapters could receive deserved recognition and  also to benefit our Harmony 
Foundation's portfolio, I encouraged chapters to appropriately report all charitable donations and 
activities to HF. 
  
11. Actively promoted to my chapters the benefits of the CACM program to be held in SoCal. I 
attended it, but Southeast chapter participation was sparse. It is a great program! 
  
12. On February 16, 2010, at the invitation of outgoing Chapter President, Peter Feeney,  I had 
the pleasure of installing the LAS VEGAS METRO chapter officers. 
  
13. Have begun to promote the HSQC to potential sponsoring chapters. 
  
14. Participated in FWD Nominating Committee activity and advised same that This will be my 
last year to serve the district as a DVP. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Gene Clements 
DVP Div. 2 
Southeast  
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Steve Sammonds, District Vice President, Div. 3 Northwest Division 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
Although chapter membership continues to be the top concern in Division 3, there are some 
indicators that some chapters are turning things around. In the twelve months from February 
2009 to February 2010, five chapters showed growth versus only two chapters a year ago. 
Overall division membership dropped 3% across all chapters. That is an improvement from last 
year's year-over-year decline of 17%, an indication that the downward trend is slowing and, 
hopefully, moving towards positive growth in 2010. 
 

 Feb 2010 Feb 2009 Feb 2008 Difference (Pct) 
Bay Area   114   129   157   -15   (-12%) 
Crescent City     2     3     3    -1   (-33%) 
Eureka    38    37    32   + 1   (+ 3%) 
Fremont-Hayward    24    25    27   - 1   (- 4%) 
Marin    29    32    37   - 3   (- 9%) 
Monterey-Peninsula    33    32    36   + 1   (+ 3%)  
Napa Valley    21    24    29   - 3   (-13%) 
Palo Alto-Mountain View     60    60    56     0   (  0%) 
Rohnert Park    11    14    14   - 3   (-21%) 
San Francisco    23    24    30   - 1   (- 4%) 
San Mateo County    27    32    37   - 5   (-16%) 
Santa Cruz    25    19    27   + 6   (+32%) 
Santa Rosa    30    24    28   + 6   (+25%) 
SF Bay Cities    13    13    15     0   (  0%) 
Walnut Creek    36    35    45   + 1   (+ 3%) 

 
Looking over a longer period, from the start of 2007 to the start of 2010, special recognition goes 
to  the following chapters that have shown increased membership: Monterey Peninsula (10 
members, 44%), Palo Alto-Mountain View (10 members, 20%), Eureka (5 members, 15%), and 
Santa Rosa (2 members, 7%). 
 
The Bay Area, Fremont-Hayward, and Palo Alto-Mountain View chapters co-hosted a gathering 
of barbershoppers in San Jose on December 15. Gabe Caretto and Dr. Greg Lyne each taught a 
new song to the chorus of close to 150 members. Thank you and congratulations to everyone 
who helped plan and run the evening. I look forward to the next one. 
 
Nine of the fifteen chapters attended the Northern California Leadership Academy. Seven 
chapters participated in the CACM workshop, and seven chapters sent officers to at least one of  
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the three classes offered. The one-day format continues to serve us well. We are seeking a new 
venue for the Leadership Academy in 2010 due to continued concerns that Delta College is not 
user friendly. We want to keep the location central, however, so we will focus on the I-5 corridor 
from Sacramento to Stockton and the I-80 corridor from Sacramento to Vacaville. 
 
Youth Outreach is alive and well in Santa Cruz as they produced another successful Sing For 
Your Life series of concerts in early November. I am aware of budding attempts in the south Bay 
Area but still seeking some chapter leadership in other parts of the division. We also need a 
division Youth Outreach chairman to facilitate communication between the chapters and district 
chairman. 
 
Congratulations to Vintage Gold, who returned from the Midwinter International Convention 
with another Senior Silver Medal. 
 
The division was well represented at the fall district convention in Sacramento. The Voices in 
Harmony placed second in the chorus contest and earned a berth at the 2010 International Chorus 
Contest. Other choruses competing were Palo Alto-Mountain View (11th) and Fremont-Hayward 
(15th). Monterey Peninsula and Santa Rosa elected not to compete. Two division quartets 
finished in the top ten at district: Vintage Gold (5th) and Brewhouse (8th). spam won the Novice 
Quartet honors, finishing 11th overall. Motley Q won the District Senior Championship. 
 
After some juggling of dates and venues, the Northwest Division Contest is set for May 22 at 
Woodside High School. As of mid-February it looked like we had at least eight choruses 
(including mike tester) and eight quartets planning to compete. The host chapter, PAMV, has 
planning well in hand including the addition of some afternoon classes. This convention will 
move the chorus contest to earlier in the day with the quartets competing at night. The tentative 
schedule is posted on the district web site. The goal for 2010 is to increase participation and 
attendance of everyone in the division whether or not they choose to compete. 
 
In the past couple months, I have been contacted by two chapters requesting assistance on 
membership. My first suggestion was for them to write or revisit their chapter vision and 
mission. These roadmaps are critically important in defining each chapter, both to help plan the 
direction for growth and to provide prospective members with a clear picture of that chapter. I 
will continue to work with any chapter requiring assistance, whether it be directly or referring to 
other resources. 
 
Administratively we are seeking a webmaster for the division page on the FWD website. Please 
contact Keith Eckhardt and me if you are interested or know someone who would like to perform 
the job. 
 
To those who have stepped up to take on a leadership position in their chapter this year, I thank 
you for your service and wish you a successful and harmonious year. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Sammonds 
Division Vice President, Div. 3 
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To:           FWD House of Delegates 
From:       Jim Turnmire, District Vice President Div. 4 Northeast Division 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
We have a newly formed chapter in our division that had their first meeting on January 7.  It is in 
the Sacramento area and goes by the name American River Chorus.  Their musical director is 
Gabe Caretto, the baritone of our FWD Champion Quartet, Late Show.  Ron Black is the 
assistant director.   
 
Two other choruses have named new directors;  Central California’s Golden Valley Chorus 
recently named Bruce Sellnow as their frontline director.  The Sacramento Capitolaires now have 
Ron Black as their director. 
 
Last November we held a very special class, Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meeting, (CACM) 
as part of the Leadership Academy in Stockton.  Almost all of our chapters sent at least one 
representative.  Most sent several.  All chapters that reported to me that have implemented the 
CACM plan have had positive results, including several new members.  Here are some of the 
comments I received:   

 
“Our meetings are more upbeat and productive.”; 
“Great experience.” 
“More members are attending regularly and are enthused by the new format.” 
“Learning more new music and sing fewer stale songs” 
“Not watching the clock like I used to.” 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Turnmire 
Division Vice President Northeast Div 4.. 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Ted Sayle, District  Vice-President Div. 5. Arizona Division 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
Accepting the position of Events Chair for Division 5 is Ivan Jensen.  Ivan is already working 
hard on the Div. Convention which is now successfully moved to April 24, 2010.  Ivan will 
oversee the Arizona Bash this summer as well. 
 
Sadly, the Paradise Valley chapter has officially dissolved.  Exact instructions were received 
from Dick Girvin and followed to the letter.  I searched long and hard for a way to save the 
chapter, but in the final analysis it was not possible. 
 
Casa Grande chapter also suggested they might need to dissolve.  After visiting with the chapter 
president (Jim McBride) in his home for an hour, and agreement was reached to try and save the 
chapter.  Phoenix, has offered to send tag team directorial help each week in an effort to restore 
some esprit de corps and direction.   Also, the Tucson chapter is considering a March 27 concert 
to benefit Casa Grande financially. 
 
Both Paradise Valley and Casa Grande fell upon hard times when strong and qualified directors 
left.  One moved out of State and the other pursued a Masters degree in music. 
 
The Phoenix Chapter director’s search committee, has hired Gary Steinkamp as musical director, 
and Cary Burns as asst. director… 
 
Rogers Hornsby has resigned his position as director of the Casa Grande Chapter… 
 
I installed the Sun Cities chapter board of directors for 2010, and attended the High Mountain 
chapter in Show Low, AZ, and was given time to address the membership at their Installation 
dinner.  The Phoenix Installation dinner was a very successful event with over 135 attendees. 
 
Sedona believes they have completed their required paperwork to reinstate their chapter. I intend 
to visit Sedona, Yuma, and Sierra Vista Chapters next. 
 
Working with Gordon Bergthold to schedule a CACM seminar in the AZ division.  Many 
expressions for desire for this seminar from the chapters, but plenty of challenges to coordinate 
facility options, available dates etc.  We continue to work on this opportunity,  and will succeed. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

�������������	�
��
��
Division 5 VP 
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To:    FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Dick Girvin, District Secretary 
Subject: Secretary’s Report  
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
A.    The Delegate’s Brochure.    This document is now being carried on the website and is mailed only 
to those requesting it.   (Last Fall only two members requested a copy by mail and two more asked for 
copies at the HOD meeting.)     This method provides not only for rapid dissemination but also reduces 
costs to the district and permits those resources previous applied to printing and mailing (approximately 
$2000) to be used to support items in the approved budget.   
 
Delegates and members of the FWD should review the document either on-line or print it for reference.    
It contains individual reports of the officers and chairmen of the respective committees and as such is the 
heartbeat of the district.    Individuals who are computer-challenged may request a hard copy of the 
brochure.   The request for this assistance should be made to the District Secretary no later than 10 days 
prior to the current HOD meeting.    
 
The Delegate’s Brochure is one of the main repositories of history for the district.    These documents, 
which identify issues, resolutions and activities of the period, are thus retained and become part of the 
chronicle of the Far Western District.   
 
B. the 2010 Directory is available to all members of FWD on the FWD website www.  spebsqsafwd.  
org).   The basic information on individual chapters (officers, location, meeting dates, etc) is continuously 
available in far greater detail on the website and is current at the time it is downloaded.     
 
On the FWD website, state-of-the-art “search engines” are available to quickly locate individuals, offices, 
committeemen and functions as needed throughout the year.    Computer challenged members may 
request information on a case-by-case basis by contacting the District Secretary by telephone, e-mail or s-
mail.   These effective communications methods assure the district of current, accurate, and timely data at 
a fraction of the previous cost of hard copy.   
 
C.  FWD SOP.  The changes, which were approved by the Fall HOD meeting, were  forwarded in 
October  to the Society Governance and Bylaws Committee.  Approval was forthcoming and the current 
(2010) version of the FWD SOP is now on the district website www.spebsqsafwd.org)   
Additional changes have been proposed by e-mail and teleconference for the 2011 issue.   See the details 
on the following page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Delegates Spring Brochure 
March 19, 2010 

 27 

 
1.  SOP Changes: (new material added shown in red) 
 
 1.        Paragraph  4.1.2 District Executive Vice President  

·   Chairs the meetings of the DMT 
        and coordinates activities thereof. 

   
 2.   Paragraph 4.3.3 Committees   
  Add: Master of Ceremonies 
 
 3. Paragraph 10.1.1 Paragraph b 
  b.  New Society members  of new chapters, inducted during the one year period  
  following licensing, shall pay no district dues for the first year of their   
  membership.    
 
 4.   Paragraph 11.2.5,  
  11.2.5 Drawing for Position and Notification  

����Deadlines for the drawing of the order-of-appearance of FWD contests is described 
below:  

a. Division Chorus and Quartet Contests: The drawing is made by the host  14  21 
days prior to the event; contestants to be notified  approximately 10 14 days prior to 
the event. 

 
 
  
Respectfully submitted 
 
Dick Girvin 
FWD Secretary 
dickgirvin@juno.com 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Jim Sherman, District Treasurer 
Subject: FWD Financial Statements   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
The following pages contain these reports:  



·  
����������������������
�

·  �������������
��� !��"��������������
��

·  �����
 �#���
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·  Balance Sheet 
 

 
Far Western District Association of Chapters of SPE BSQSA, 
Inc. 

   Balance Sheet  
   12/31/2009   
      
   ASSETS   
      
      
Cash-Bank of America-Checking  $5,703.78   
Cash-Bank of America- Savings  $56,498.51   
Cash-Bank of America- CD  $51,401.79   
Prepaid Expense -    $3,500.00   
Returned Checks   $0.00   
      
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS   $117,104.08  
      
      
       
      
TOTAL ASSETS    $117,104.08  
      
      
   LIABILITIES & RETAINED EARNINGS 
      
      
International Quartet Travel 
Reserve  $1,475.51   
International Chorus Travel 
Reserve  $3,405.00   
Youth Ed. Reserve   $11,076.05   
Nor Cal Youth Camp Reserve  $16,276.76   
Harmony Foundation Donor 
Choice  $2,859.52   
Harmony College West Reserve 2005 $7,777.50   
Leadership Academy Reserve 2009 $1,738.63   
C&J Category School Reserve  $6,000.00   
PR/Marketing Reserve - 
TriFold/CD  $2,500.00   
      
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES   $53,108.97  
      
      
      
Retained Earnings   $88,987.36   
Current Retained Earnings  ($24,992.25)  
      
TOTAL RETAINED EARNINGS   $63,995.11  
      
      
TOTAL LIABILITIES & RETAINED EARNINGS  $117,104.08  

�
��
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·  Statement of Receipts and Disbursements 
 

   FWD ASSOC. of CHAPTERS    
   Statement of Receipt s and Disbursements   
    Actual to Budget as of 12/31/09    
        
   ACTUAL  ACTUAL  BUDGET BUDGET VARIANCE 
REVENUE RECEIVED  AMOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT  
Dues and Assessments   $54,878   $59,813 -$4,935 
International Prelims Las Vegas  -$9,400   $0 -$9,400 
Fall District Convention Sacramento  -$4,553   $25,000 -$29,553 
Divisional Contests AZ $1,955  $3,000   
  SOUTHWEST $1,018  $3,000   
  SOUTHEAST $0  $0   
  NORTHWEST $0  $0   
  NORTHEAST $2,294 $5,266 $3,500 $9,500 -$4,234 
Westunes Ads & Subs   $685   $1,100 -$415 
Interest-Savings   $746   $350 $396 
Other Revenue   $520  $0 $520 
 Web   $0   $0 $0 
TOTAL REVENUE RECEIVED  $48,143   $95,763 -$47,620 
        
EXPENSES        
President Incl Audit,Hall of $1,008  $2,500   
 Awards  $1,848  $1,800   
 Travel-International Conventions $1,636 $4,492 $2,000 $6,300 -$1,808 
Immediate Past President   $0  $0 $0 
Society Board Member(SBM)  $735  $1,200 -$465 
Executive Vice President   $325  $2,500 -$2,175 
Divisional Vice President AZ $257  $1,500   
  SOUTHWEST $8  $1,000   
  SOUTHEAST $17  $1,000   
  NORTHWEST $8  $1,000   
  NORTHEAST $8 $296 $1,500 $6,000 -$5,704 
Secretary   $1,901  $1,500   
 Insurance  $0 $1,901 $800 $2,300 -$399 
Treasurer    $119  $200 -$81 
Officers Meeting   $16,175  $14,000 $2,175 
Committees Chapter Support  $9  $6,900   
  Leadership $2,166 $2,175 $5,000 $11,900 -$9,725 
 Chorus Director  $160  $3,100 -$2,940 
 C & J   $5,309  $7,000 -$1,691 
 Events   $2,645  $2,500 $145 
 Marketing &PR $3,705  $2,400   
  Web Public & $1,086  $4,000   
  Westunes $12,504 $17,294 $11,000 $17,400 -$106 
 Convention Activities Chairman  $1,240  $1,500 -$260 
 Member Services  $510  $2,500 -$1,990 
 Music & Performance $2,018  $4,500   
  Harmony College $347 $2,365 $5,000 $9,500 -$7,136 
 YMIH   $1,931  $2,500 -$569 
Quartet Travel Fund   $3,008   $3,110 -$102 
Chorus Travel Fund   $6,942   $7,178 -$236 
Leadership Forum   $3,277  $2,600 $677 
Miscellaneous   $2,237   $2,000 $237 
TOTAL EXPENSES   $73,135   $105,288 -$32,153 
NET RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS  -$24,992   -$9,525 -$15,467 



Delegates Spring Brochure 
March 19, 2010 

 31 

·  FWD 2010 BUDGET 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From: � Gordon Bergthold, Chairman CSLT Committee (Operations Team) 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
 As 2010 begins I’d like to express my appreciation for the many positive events that have taken place in 
the Far Western District since my tenure as CSLT Chair began.  There have been two Compellingly 
Attractive Chapter Meeting (CACM) seminars held in California; the first in Stockton in November of 
2009 and the second in Venice in January 2010.  Both were highly successful and those who attended 
learned some new techniques for improving chapter meetings, retaining and recruiting members and 
getting the most out of the available musical leadership.  
 
Ted Sayle, Arizona DVP has been working hard trying to save chapters that seem to be eroding and 
folding.  Paradise Valley closed it’s doors last month and Casa Grande is having troubles keeping the 
chapter alive because of the director void.  Those chapters with dependency on snowbirds don’t seem to 
have the internal administrative stamina to build members and without the musical leadership it’s difficult 
to retain and recruit. 
 
Arizona is working on a venue and schedule to hold a CACM seminar by mid-year. That information will 
be forthcoming as we determine the details and solidify Chuck Greene’s availability.   
 
Currently the  program for Chapter Service Representatives (CSR) has taken off and we have a number of 
qualified men from the district who have stepped up to help as volunteers for those chapters requesting 
help.  Well, over 25 have volunteered to serve as CSR’s representing all of our divisions.  The list is being 
streamlined to better serve the district’s chapters and it will be available online by the March meeting in 
Reno.  I appreciate all of the spontaneous emails and telephone calls pertaining to the CSR program and I 
will be in touch with those volunteers as soon as we are able to determine the level of expertise that can 
offered by each and how they will be utilized in the future. 
 
The CSLT position requires much participation from division and district leaders and to date I’ve 
received many good ideas and suggestions for improving the communication pertaining to aiding the 
chapters who want help.  Our leadership is dependent on communication in a timely fashion; otherwise 
we just meet and discuss the same issues on a regular basis and that is frustrating to all concerned.  Your 
comments and suggestions are always welcome and I will do my best to acknowledge your comments 
with a prompt response. 
 
 
In Harmony,  
  
Gordon "Mongo" Bergthold 
CSLT Chair 
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To:     FWD House of Delegates 
From:     Dave Tautkus, Chair, Chorus Dir. Development Committee(Operations Team) 
Subject:  Spring 2010  Status   
Date:     March 19, 2010  
 
First, I would like to congratulate many of our recently appointed or new chorus directors.   
 
I need help: 

1.  In order to provide the best possible training to our current directors, I need to know 
what your needs and desires are for training? 
2.  In order to be best prepared for the eventual need for new directors, I need to know 
who is interested in becoming a director. 
3.  In order to fill any openings we have for directors, I need updates from chapter 
officers. 

 
As I get requests for director candidates, I have been forwarding information via email through 
the directory to Directors, Assistant Directors, Chapter Officers and Quartet men from each 
geographic area. 
 
Santa Clarita Chapter (Newhall, CA) is looking for a director.  I don't have any specifics from 
them yet, but they would like to get someone in as soon as possible to provide a smooth 
transition with the current director being available for a short time. 
 
I have heard from two directors that they are interested in a CDWI near the north/central 
California area.   Any choruses interested in hosting?  Great opportunity for the chorus and the 
director.  And, the host chapter's director gets to attend free! 
 
Please feel free to contact me with concerns and with requests.  Let's make our director pool the 
strongest in the society. 
 
Have a great Spring Contest season, see some of you at contest. 
 
FYI, If any of you are thinking about assisting me in director training, certification, awards, 
CDG or in any other facet, or wish to consider becoming my successor, please contact me at 
davetautkus@aol.com 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dave Tautkus 
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To:    FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Ron Black,  Chair Contest & Judging Committee (Operations Team) 
Subject:  Contest and Judging Report  
Date:   March 19, 2010  
 
 

A. Fall Contest 2009 Sacramento – The Fall District Contest was a success in every way 
(except financial!).  The 1250 attendees had a great convention and contest.  16 Choruses 
and 21 Quartets competed. Our past Gold Medal Chorus from Westminster qualified to 
go up against the Vocal Majority (again!) in Philadelphia, July 2010.  Our newest District 
Champs, the Edge, edged out challenges from other great FWD quartets, The Crush, The 
Vagrants, and Audacity.  The best part: a great venue at the classic Sacramento Memorial 
Auditorium and the spirit of FWD at the convention.  

 
B. Midwinter 2010 Tampa – Audacity represented us well as retiring Senior Gold Medalist.   
 
C. Spring International Prelims and NE Division, Reno, NV – always a great venue for 

contest and convention, competitors should exceed the number from last year in Las 
Vegas.  And hopefully the weather will cooperate  

 
D. FWD Judge Status –  

 
Certified 

5 Contest Administrators 
2 Presentation Judges 
8 Music Judges 
7 Singing Judges 

 
Judging Candidates: 

4 Presentation 
2 Music 
3 Singing 

 
 Our judging community continues to grow in numbers and be strong in its members. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Ron Black, DRCJ 
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To:   FWD House of Delegates 
From:   John Jones, Chair,  Events (Operations Team) 
  Bob Cathaway, Outgoing Events Chairman 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  

UPCOMING DISTRICT CONVENTIONS 
 

 Fall Conventions 
2010 – October 7-10 – Bakersfield, San Luis Obispo Chapter hosting. 
2011 – October 13-16 – Fresno, Fresno Chapter hosting 
2012 – October 11-14 – Accepting bids.  Bakersfield venue reserved, pending other bids.  Both the 

Burbank Convention Bureau and Pasadena Convention Bureau are interested. 
 

Spring Conventions 
2011 – March 17-20 – Reno, Reno Chapter hosting. Venue reserved pending reasonable 

attendance for this convention.  If held in Reno, NE Division will be held here 
concurrently. 

2012 and beyond – Accepting bids. 
 

Division Conventions for 2010 
AZ – April 24 – Phoenix, Tucson is hosting 
NE – Held concurrent with this Spring Convention 
NW –  May 22, Woodside 
SW – May 8 – Ventura, Rincon Beach Hosting 
SE – May 15 – Pico Rivera, Westminster hosting. 

 
John and Bob spent two days going over the details of the Events Chairman position, to assure a smooth 
transition to John.  John has jumped in with both feet, and they have decided to let Bob continue with 
Bakersfield-related activities, since he lives there and is familiar with all the “players”.  This was done 
with full concurrence of Ray Johnson, General Convention Chairman for the fall.  Bob has finalized all 
venue and hotel arrangements for the fall convention on behalf of the events team and the San Luis Obispo 
chapter. 
 
And speaking of conventions, we are trying a new (21st century) process for our hotel reservations in 
Bakersfield this October.  The Convention Bureau no longer has the manpower to do the hotel 
reservations by hand.  They have contracted with MeetingMax, a software group that will enable us to go 
to our own FWD website and link directly to the Convention Bureau/MeetingMax link.  All hotel 
information is available including room rates and room type, and you can make your reservation and get a 
confirmation by email almost immediately.  The RV Park will be included.  There will be provisions for 
choruses to register together – details on this will be provided shortly. 
 
We need chapters to step up and host a division contest next year.  We had most of the 2010 plans in 
place by mid-summer of 2009.  We would like to see the 2011 division contest plans in place early as 
well.  Please think about hosting a division contest.  The district will guarantee a minimum return for our 
efforts. 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  John McDougald, Chair Financial Development (Operations Team) 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
 

In December, I sent out an introductory e-mail requesting information from each of the chapters 
on their charitable activity, including both cash and non-cash activities.  I received responses 
from about 20% of the chapters.  A couple of them reported that they had not had any charitable 
activities in 2009, but the majority of them had activities that ranged from providing free 
concerts at various locations (e.g. nursing homes to shopping malls) to cash contributions to 
various organizations. 

There was a heavy emphasis on cash donations to organizations that supported musical programs 
involving youth.  My personal favorite was submitted by the Aloha Chapter.  They provided 300 
complimentary tickets for their annual show to students and youth groups in the area.  What a 
wonderful outreach to one of our primary target audiences.  

 I also have been in contact with Sean Devine at Harmony Foundation, and he informed me that 
six chapters made direct contributions to Harmony Foundation in 2009, totaling $4,572.  In 
addition, lots of individual members have made generous contributions, but my focus was on 
chapter giving.  I will be following up with the chapters I didn't hear from, and I will be working 
with Harmony Foundation to increase chapter participation in providing support for that 
organization. 

John McDougald 
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To:          FWD House of Delegates 
From:      Dan Jordan; Chair, Marketing and Public Relations (Operations Team) 
Subject:  Spring 2010  Report of Marketing and Public Relations  
Date:       March 2010 
 
I am proud to report that our marketing and promotional efforts within the FWD are on schedule, with 
wonderful results continuing to pour in. Since taking over this position in May of 2009, I have worked 
with IPP Bob Lally and our newly appointed President, Bernard Priceman, as well as the members of the 
FWD BOD, our committee chairmen, various division leaders, chapter members, special interest 
committees, the International staff, and members of the International marketing and pr committee of our 
great society. What a truly talented group of people we have in the world of barbershopping. 
 
I was given the task by IPP Lally to implement a live web-cast at our 2009 Fall convention and contest. I 
am proud to say that with the very capable help of Doug Maddox, Adrian Leontovich of Lions Mane 
Productions, the Sacramento Chapter convention committee, Ron Black, the FWD BOD and my side-kick 
on the microphone, Martin Fredstrom, we presented an entertaining and informative broadcast for 
barbershoppers, Sweet Adeline's, and curious others from around the globe. Yes, we had viewers from as 
far away as Scotland, tuning in to the broadcast via the web. The combination of paying subscribers and 
advertisers, versus our raw costs made for an almost even trade out. The BOD has already approved, and I 
have secured the services of Lions Mane Productions once again for our fall convention and contest being 
held in Bakersfield, October 8th through 10th. 
 
A pitch was made to the BOD for an informational “kit” which would contain a colorful tri-fold brochure 
which tells the history of the FWD, both in text and photographs, along with a user-friendly enhanced CD 
(color artwork and an attractive hard-card sleeve) which shall be used for seeking out new members and 
member retention as well. This attractive set of materials will be available in March to any and all 
chapters and individuals who wish to promote barbershopping in the FWD to any perspective members 
whom they feel would benefit from becoming a new member within our district. The enhanced CD 
contains over a dozen audio recordings, roughly 5 minutes of video footage, downloadable and printable 
documents and photographs, and active links connecting the user to the FWD and Society web sites, as 
well as Westunes magazine. The basic cost per “kit” (one tri-fold brochure and one enhanced CD) will be 
$2.00 each. This is a very small price to pay for advertising the FWD to potential new members. These 
kits should be completed and available for purchase by chapter representatives and interested individuals 
by the time we convene on March 18th in Reno, Nevada at the FWD International Preliminaries. 
 
Lastly, I want to thank Keith Eckhardt (FWD Webmaster and his various helpers), as well as Ray Rhymer 
(Westunes Editor), for their constant and never-ending help in making it easy for all of us find out what, 
when, where and why within the FWD. I look forward to creating that “ultimate” way to keep us all 
connected and informed through the various forms of media that we have available to us today. 
I am very happy to be working for the greatest district in the society. I hope that my efforts bring more 
singers, more fun, and more memories to each and every dues-paying member in the Far Western District. 
Fraternally yours, 
Dan Jordan 
Marketing & Public Relations Chairman T: 818-244-4361 - ext. 3 E: DJordanFWDPR@aol.com 
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To:             FWD House of Delegates 
From:       Clark Abrahamson - Chair Member Services (Operations Team) 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
The numbers – as of the latest Society data available (November 2009): 
 
FWD Membership 2771 – down 215 from end-of-year 2008.  This decline tracks pretty closely 
with the decline in 2008 (230).  I’d guess that when the end-of-year numbers become available, 
they’ll reveal a slightly higher decline. 
 
It’s a little too early to tell what effect the CACM (Compelling Attractive Chapter Meetings) 
program will have on the slide – but judging from reports from other Districts, it’s had a positive 
effect. I’ll be closely monitoring the membership numbers of those chapters who participated in 
FWD sessions and are embracing the concept. 
 
If you haven’t yet participated in or heard of CACM, I’d urge you to seek further information.  
Go to the FWD Website www.bhsfwd.org, or contact your Division Vice President for further 
info. 
 
Looks like we recruited about 234 new members in 2009 – not bad!  If we average it out, that’s 
about 2.5 members per chapter.  Problem is, if we’re going to grow, we need to at least triple this 
number – or drastically reduce the number of non-renewals – or both. 
 
Recently, President Bernard Priceman sent buttons to all chapters for distribution to member .  
The button says simply “Join In The Fun!”  Great idea!  So – what to to with your button when 
you receive it?  Well, perhaps you could consider wearing it at least once per week in public – 
and when someone asks about it, give them your chapter business card, engage them in 
conversation, invite them to a Chapter meeting – you know the drill. 
 
Any other ideas on how best to take advantage of the “button opportunity?  Lemme know! 
 
I have plans to re-instate the Membership Workshops I introduced last year – concentrating on 
some of the “nuts and bolts”, as well as interactively exploring what your chapter can do to 
grow.  Stay tuned… 
 
And – have a great year! 
 
See ‘ya around… 
 
Clark 
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To:             FWD House of Delegates 
From:       Nick Papageorge - Chair, Music and Performance (Operations Team) 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
Good things are happening in the area of Music and Performance.  Many chapters are taking 
advantage of the Coaching Reimbursement Program as well as the Standing Ovation Program.  
The Standing Ovation Program helps chapters take their show productions and performances to 
the next level of greatness.  Our certified evaluators come to their show (and/or dress rehearsal) 
and give valuable suggestions for everything form the flow of a script to the ease of parking the 
car and finding the lobby of the venue.  Everything the audience experiences, our evaluators 
experience. An SOP review will provide chapters with valuable suggestions for an outstanding 
chapter show. 
 
Harmony College West 2009 unfortunately had to be cancelled.  However, I went ahead with an 
all day Quartet Coaching Clinic for the quartets who registered for Harmony College West.  6 
quartets in Northern California, and 3 quartets in Southern California were coached by 9 of our 
district’s finest coaches.  Each quartet came away from the day with new techniques in singing, 
musicality and performance.   
 
This year’s Harmony College West is scheduled for University of Redlands during the weekend 
of July 16-18, 2010.  I encourage as many of your chapter’s members to attend as possible 
because, the classes and coaching at this event are invaluable to a chapter’s musical health.  
Please ask chapters to give scholarships to section leaders, chapter members, or directors.  Or 
talk to me about having an entire local chapter to attend.  Chapters will attend classes half of the 
time and be coached the other half. I would like to have up to 4 local chapters come and get a 
very full educational experience.  
 
President Bernard has given me a charge to head up a new idea for the format of our division 
contests.  The Arizona Division has been interested in putting on a Friday evening event that will 
encourage all chapter members to participate.  The success of this event will hopefully be a new 
beginning for all chapters in our district.  
 
Thank you for all of your support, kind words, and suggestions in my first 8 months as Music 
and Performance VP. 
 
Nick Papageorge 
209-845-9117 
vpdevelopment@gvc.org  
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  John Krizek, Chair, Youth in Harmony (Operations Team) 
Subject: Spring 2010  Youth in Harmony Report  
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
Insurance/molestation issue 
 
 In all our years hosting youth harmony camps and festivals, we’ve never had an untoward 
incident as far as sexual molestation is concerned.  However, given the concerns of the time we 
live in, and the trend toward more co-ed events, we and the Society are taking steps to provide a 
measure of protection, should anything go wrong. 
 
 Last year the FWD instituted an Adult Code of Conduct form, primarily to remind all our 
volunteers working with students at our events, that there are standards, and it is our 
responsibility to protect any students in our charge from anything that might be described as 
physical or sexual molestation.   That form has now been superseded by a new Society insurance 
policy. 
 
 As of March 1, it will be necessary for all volunteers working at events where under-age 
persons are present to watch a short video and pass a short interactive test, in order for the 
chapter and event to be eligible for Harmony Foundation funding.  The Society insurance 
carrier—the Chrichton Group—is providing a Sexual Molestation Education and Training 
Guide, which includes the DVD and test.   Questions about what volunteers need to be so 
“qualified,” and the terms of liability insurance coverage, are being raised and hopefully 
answered as we speak.   The point is:  Fear of a molestation incident is real; and, be aware that 
there is a new requirement for all of us to be protected under the terms of this new program. 
 
High School Quartet contest 
 
 This year will mark the 20th annual Far Western District high school quartet contest.   The 
HSQC is one of the signature events of this District.  So many competitors in this event have 
gone on to win medals and be driving forces in the world of barbershopping as we know it today 
(read Westminster) that we’ve long since lost count. 
And yet for whatever reasons—including many of our older chapters facing shrinking numbers 
and revenues—the numbers of high school quartets participating in this event has in recent years 
been less than we would like it to be. 
 
 I ask all chapters to redouble their efforts to get young men involved, sponsored, and 
participating in this event.   The value, the rewards, and the importance of this experience to the 
futures of those young men and this organization, are beyond measure. 
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To:  Far Western District House of Delegates 
From:  Deane Scoville, Chair, FWD Awards Committee 
Subject: Spring 2010  Awards Report 
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
We all are aware that recognition is one of the best things that can happen in the life of a Barbershopper. 
Each year some of our members who perform above and beyond the call of duty receive honors from the 
district. It is the duty of this committee to provide the proper recognition in the manner of saying “Thank 
You!” 
 
Trophies and lapel pins presented to our quartet and chorus competitors each year at division and district 
contests remain the responsibility of the Events Committee, in conjunction with the Contest and Judging 
Committee. The following is an update on the Awards Committee activities and responsibilities: 
 

·  We provide the FWD Hall of Fame Plaque, lapel pin and name badge to the Chairman of that committee 
to be presented to the winner at the Spring Convention. 

·  We provide 12 plaques for the top three High School Quartet winners at the Spring Convention. The 
AFWDC has provided a new traveling trophy award for this competition and it is dedicated to the 
memory of Lloyd Steinkamp. 

·  We provide a plaque for the Spring and Fall Convention Honorees. In addition we present a corsage to his 
significant other for presentation during the convention. 

·  As of February 10, 2010 we have created and forwarded 150 Bachelor of Harmony Certificates. Jacket 
patches are mailed with certificates to an officer in each recipient’s chapter for proper presentation. We 
suggest the certificates be framed before presentation. (We strongly recommend each chapter present new 
members their new member certificate in an attractive frame… to be displayed proudly for others to see!) 

·  We provide the FWD Chapter of the Year Award for the previous year to be presented at the House of 
Delegates at the Spring Convention. The selection of the Chapter of the Year is made by the previous 
year’s President. This award is for the chapter that has displayed positive activity and results in 
membership growth and retention, community involvement, division and district involvement in schools 
and contests and a working program for Youth In Harmony. 

·  The Chapter of the Year Plaque is a perpetual traveling award and is only retained by the chapter for that 
one year (unless it wins again the following year). We also provide a permanent award to the winning 
chapter donated by the family of Owen Edwards and presented at the House of Delegates Meeting. 

·  Finally, we provide the FWD President’s Award to be presented by the previous year’s President at a 
time of his choosing. 

 
Thank you! It is our pleasure to serve the Far Western District! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deane Scoville, Chairman 
Lynn Brittan, Bill Cale, Carl Truman 
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To:   FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Dick Girvin, Chair, FWD Communications Committee 
Subject: District Communications Status  
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
The district administration has been provided with a number of e-mail communications tools to assist in 
the dissemination of information and provide a direct line of contact between the chapter officers and the 
individuals with whom they must be in touch.  The specific listservs established for the district include: 

·  *FWD-BOARD@yahoo.  groups.  com District President and Board of Directors 
·  *FWD-CHMN@yahoogroups.  com District Operations Committee Chairmen  
·  FWD-CSLT@yahoogroups.  com District Chapter Counselors 
·  FWD-DMT@yahoogroups.  com District Operations Team 
·  FWD-LIST@yahoogroups.  com Open to all FWD members 
·  WESTAGS@yahoogroups.  com District officers and FWD members on request 
·  FWDquartets@yahoogroups.com  District Quartets 
·  FWD-DIST@yahoogroups.com  FWD Leadership personnel 
* Renamed Jan 1, 2010 
 
The following groups are set up to include the District Officer, Chapter Counselors assigned 
plus chapter presidents, secretaries, et al as desired by the DVP.    
·  ASNSU@yahoogroups.  com  Arizona Chapters 
·  NCENN@yahoogroups.  com  Northeeast Chapters 
·  FWDSCE@Yahoogroups.  com  Southeast Chapters 
·  NCWH@yahoogroups.com  Northewest Chapters 
·  FWDMEM@yahoogroups.com  Membership Listserv 

 
Chapter presidents have received an invitation to participate with the divisional listservs and many have 
taken advantage of this specially configured and private means to discuss divisional matters with their 
counselors, and divisional personnel.    Chapter presidents that are not aware of the opportunity should 
contact their DVP and ask to be included.   
 
Couple these with the working divisional websites and district main website (www.  spebsqsafwd.  com), 
the membership of the district is well informed on all activities ongoing and upcoming.    Details on all 
district events are available on the website as well as governance documents including the district 
Standard Operating Procedures and many others.   
 
Recommendations for modifications to or additions of groups to provide improved communications in the 
district are always welcome and should be addressed to the undersigned.   
 
Dick Girvin 
dickgirvin@juno.com) 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:   Dick Girvin, District Bulletin Contest Coordinator  
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 

 
The call for bulletins for the 2010 Far Western District Bulletin Contest was published in the Winter 
Edition of WESTUNES.  All FWD Bulletin Editors who have published six or more monthly hard copy 
or electronic  issues (or six months of weekly or bi-weekly hard copy  or electronic  bulletins) or during 
20098 were announced eligible to enter.  Two classes of bulletins will be accepted for contest: Hard Copy 
and Electronic. 
 
HARD COPY: Bulletins 
Two classes of Hard Copy bulletins will be accepted for District contest:   Large Bulletins (more than 6 
pages) and Small Bulletins (6 or fewer pages).  Editors should submit two copies of two successive 
month’s issues (monthly) or eight consecutive issues (weekly) or four consecutive issues (bi-weekly).  
One of the copies of each issue should be as printed and delivered to subscribers; the balance can be 
photocopied.  (The Layout and Reproduction judges must see the actual issue --not the paste-up-- that 
went to their readers.) Hard Copy bulletins must be submitted to the FWD Coordinator by 1 February, 
2010.  The top scoring bulletin will be submitted to PROBE or the International Contest.  
 
ELECTRONIC Bulletins.  
For ELECTRONIC Bulletins, the same rules apply as to the number of bulletins and which bulletins may 
be submitted.  The difference is that instead submitting printed versions, the URLS of each issue must be 
submitted.  If they are on a “Members Only” page, then all logins and Passwords must be supplied. These 
bulletins must be provided to the FWD Coordinator by email  on or before 1 February, 2010.  The top 
scoring electronic bulletin will be entered in the International Electronic Bulletin Contest. 
 
All bulletins will be judged by certified PROBE Bulletin judges on the following: (actual score sheets 
available and guidelines on request) 
 
Content:  (800 points), judged on how well the editor: 

·  Informs on coming events 
·  Records recent events 
·  Reflects views of chapter members 
·  Recognize efforts of chapter members 
·  Promote barbershopping 
·  Recruitment 
·  Encourage pride and participation. 

 
Layout and Reproduction: Hard Copy: (600 points), judged on how well the editor displays: 

·  The “stage presence” of the bulletin 
·  The layout of the Nameplate, Masthead and all printed material 
·  Readability, headlines, illustrations and reproduction. 
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Design & Graphics. (Electronic Bulletins (600 points)  

·  The eye-appeal of the bulletin 
·  The layout of the Nameplate, Masthead and  all printed material 
·  Readability, headlines, illustrations and  reproduction. 
·  Navigation 

 
Grammar and Style. (600 points), judged on:  

·  Punctuation 
·  Grammar 
·  Style. 

 (Normalized by dividing by “judgeable  
 pages”) 
 
It was requested that Hard Copy entries be mailed and Electronic entries should be provided by email to 
the below address to arrive on or before February 1, 2010. The contest results will be announced with 
trophies for the top  Hard Copy Large and top Small bulletins and  the top Electronic Bulletin  at the 
Spring Prelim Contest in Reno  on March  19, 2010, at the House of Delegates meeting.  The top scoring 
Hard Copy and Electronic bulletins will be entered in the International Bulletin Contests.   
 
(Editor's note: As of the date of this writing, no bulletins--hard copy or electronic have been submitted) 
   
 
Dick Girvin 
FWD DBC Coordinator 
Dickgirvin@juno.  com 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Steve Sammonds, Chorus Plateau Coordinator 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010 
 
Below is the complete list of chapters with their assigned chorus plateau for 2010. Changes from 
2009 appear in bold. 

As stipulated in the SOP, chapters have the option to compete in a higher plateau, but can only 
compete in a lower plateau if they petition the C&J Chair with a valid reason for doing so. 

 
Aloha   A 
Apple Valley  A 
Bakersfield  A 
Bay Area   AAA 
Brea   AA 
Canada Del Oro  A 
Carson City  A 
Casa Grande  A 
Central California AA 
Chico   A 
Coachella Valley  A 
Conejo Valley  A 
Crescent City  A 
Crescenta Valley  A 
Davis-Vacaville  A 
El Cajon   A 
Eureka   A 
Folsom   A 
Fremont-Hayward  A 
Fresno   AA 
Fullerton   AA 
Greater Phoenix  AAA 
Hemet   A 
Inland Empire  A  
Irvine   A 
Laguna Hills  A 
La Jolla   AAA 
Las Vegas  A 
Las Vegas Metro  AA 
Lompoc   A 
Long Beach  A 
Los Angeles  A 
Marin   A 
Mesa   A 
Monterey Peninsula A 
Napa Valley  A 
Nevada-Placer  A 
North Valley  A 
Palo Alto-Mtn View AA 

Palomar Pacific  A 
Paradise Valley  A 
Pasadena   AA 
Placerville  A 
Prescott   A 
Redding   A 
Reno   AA 
Rincon Beach  AA 
Riverside   AA 
Rohnert Park  A 
Sacramento  AA 
San Clemente  A 
San Diego  A 
San Fernando Valley A 
San Francisco  A 
San Luis Obispo  A 
San Mateo County  A 
Santa Barbara  A 
Santa Clarita  A 
Santa Cruz  A 
Santa Fe Springs  AAA 
Santa Maria   A 
Santa Monica  A 
Santa Rosa  A 
Sedona   A 
Sierra Vista  A 
South Bay  A 
St. George  A 
Stockton   A 
Sun Cities  A 
Temecula   A 
Truckee-Tahoe  A 
Tucson   AA 
Ventura   A 
Visalia   A 
Walnut Creek  A 
Westminster  AAA 
White Mountains  A 
Whittier   A 
Yuma   A 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Lynn Brittan, Chair, Ethics Committee 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  

 
As of this date, February  2, 2010, there are no ethics issues needing the attention of this committee 
 
Britt-.                                                                                                                                                                            
 
Lynn Brittan 
Chairman, Ethics Committee 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Chuck Hunter,  FWD Leadership Academy Coordinator 
Subject: 2009 Leadership Academies 
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
 
The three recently concluded FWD Leadership Academies along with two CACMS were, by all 
measures, resounding successes.  Participation was high, with a total of 172 attendees at the Leadership 
Academies as follows: 
 
   Northern California        77 
   Southern California           48 
   Arizona        45 
    Total                   170 
 
Additionally, two CACM’s were conducted: 
 
   Northern California         102 
   Southern California       55 
     Total     157 
 
Student evaluations regarding the effectiveness, quality of instruction and materials utilized were 
overwhelmingly positive, with an average of 90% of the responses indicating excellent or good in 
these areas.  It is obvious that the FWD is moving in the right direction in terms of leadership training, 
and plans for the current year will build on these successes. 
 
At the same time there is room for some improvement.  It is obvious that the focus and implementation 
of better general session material needs attention.  Additionally, it is clear that the campus of Delta 
College in Stockton is both too costly and spread out to be effective, and next November a different 
location in Northern California will be utilized.  Another reality is that costs have escalated, and it is 
likely that the tuition will need to be adjusted for the 2010 offerings.  As the budget is prepared the 
number will be determined, but hopefully it will be no more than an additional $10. 
 
Creativity in the curriculum is also currently under discussion, and it is likely that several additional 
course offerings may be presented next year beyond the elected chapter officers.   
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:  Terry Mann, Chair,  Long Range Planning Committee 
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
The LRPC has taken a '21st Century' approach to the questions:  
'What is a committee?' and 'How can our LRPC successfully utilize it?'.  
 
We have created a list of men who are, or have been, the BOTY of their chapter or of the FWD, these 
'doers' would most likely be the more creative idea generator men in our group. But, as we run into 
others who seem creative enough for our unique process, we will invite them. We intend to open a 
group of (free) Yahoo Forums including a master forum for Keith and me to keep as a score card and 
schedule and program of who is assigned where. Each of the other Forums is dedicated to a specific 
question for those men who express an interest in participating in our ongoing conversation and 
brainstorming of the specific question or proposition of that Forum. 
 
We have just opened the first Forum which is to create a '12 step' program, to be taught over 12 weeks, 
thus four times per year, or over 12 months, in a chapter that wants to use it for the purpose of guiding 
the new member in a way that will increase both his ability and his enjoyment; and, ultimately that 
chapter's Member Retention. If we are successful, that is if we are enthusiastically satisfied with our 
result, we will 'publish it' to the BOD June meeting. We will probably not again publish an omnibus 
package, nor will we publish anything without a schedule and a budget, that is a Tactical Plan for the 
implementation of our Strategic (aka Long Range) Thinking.  
 
We have perhaps a dozen other subjects to be put through this process. We will publish them as they 
emerge. We think that, on average, it will take us about 90 days per subject, some of which will be 
sequential while others will be concurrent.  
 
The rate of Forum creation will depend upon the frequency of the volunteers to participate; but, Keith 
and I may choose to process some ideas by ourselves if no other men volunteer. An example of one of 
these could be "How our FWD dues benefit me, my chapter and our hobby!". We would welcome 
others, including yourself, but could probably achieve this one  by our selves. If you would like to join 
with us, just say so, I am sure our result with your input would be significantly better, than without 
you. 
 
We have thus created a means whereby the President could expect to request us to take a subject for 
our unique processing which could produce a result without the costs of travel, conference rooms and 
little or no telephone, which is also a '21st Century' idea. Not only that, but what we do is, and has 
always been, in keeping with Bernard's slogan:  "Join in the Fun!". 
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�
�To:             FWD House of Delegates 
From:        Dr. Rob Campbell,  Chair, MC Committee�  
Subject: Spring 2010  Status   
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
 
Rob Campbell became the new MC Chairman after the departure of Tom Schleier, who is moving out 
of the area. Tom served us very well for years and a heart-felt "Thank you" goes out to him for his 
service to the FWD district.  
  
Rob is developing a list of possible MCs for the seven annual contests in the district, and welcomes 
any new volunteers. Contact him at RobCampbell@aya.yale.edu. 
  
The slate of MCs for the combined Prelims/Northeast division contest in Reno has already been filled, 
and the job of assigning MCs for the four remaining divisional contests is in process.  
  
The Reno slate consists of:  Peter Feeney (quartets), Steve Sammonds (choruses), Russ Young (quartet 
finals), and Bernard Priceman (Show of Champions).  
  
Rob 
  
Dr. Robert Campbell 
PO Box 9335  
San Diego, CA 92169 
858 222-7151 
http://chordworship.com/rcampbell/ 
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To:  FWD House of Delegates 
From:       Derick Sturke,  Chair, Social  Events Committee  
Subject: First Report from the Far Western District Social Committee 
Date:  March 19, 2010  
 
Late October of last year, right after our convention in Sacramento, I received a note from then 
President-Elect Bernard, titled “A Warning”.  Not knowing our new President all that well, I was a bit 
concerned about any accusation that might be held within.  What I found was warm laudatory 
comments about my work with Harmony College West, and the statement “If you keep this up, I may 
want to consider you for other assignments once I begin my term.  Look out, Sturke.” 
 
I was not completely surprised when Bernard brought an idea for a new position in the District 
structure.  The Social Committee is in developmental stages as of this report and convention.  The 
initial objective of this committee is to establish an identity and purpose.   
 
The bottom line is one word:  “Fun”.  There has been concern expressed that we, as a Singing 
Fraternity, may have lost some of the simple fun that was a huge part of what we traditionally have 
been.  At this point, my job is not to make any judgments as to whether that premise is true or not.  It 
is, however, to learn from the members of the district, what it is that makes our hobby fun, and how we 
can incorporate more simple fun into what we do.   
 
I have only been a member of the Barbershop Harmony Society for ten years, so much of my history 
has been learned through discussion with long time members and a close reading of Fred Gielow’s 
“Laughter, Love and a Barbershop Song”.  Does our faster, more efficient world allow for some of the 
great old traditions?  Maybe, maybe not.  Is it not a worthy pursuit to learn if some of this stuff can be 
revived?   
 
At the urging of Bernard, I have received several notes from our district members, some with specific 
suggestions, others with merely the congratulatory sentiment that someone is indeed trying to bring 
back the fun. 
 
I hope this new position is rewarding and productive.  As members of the District Board and House of 
Delegates, I call on you to offer up your ideas and support.   
 
Perhaps since the debate over “What is Barbershop?” began in 1938, a sub question has continued to 
grow in the form of “How can we make this more fun?”   
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Derick Sturke 
209-845-9117 
vpdevelopment@gvc.org  
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To:  FWD Board of Directors 
From:  Keith Eckhardt, Webmaster 
Subject: Spring Status 
Date:  March 2009 
 
 Over the last six months there were two major changes. 

 
New Conventions website 

A whole new website was created to give focus to our conventions and contests 
at www.fwdconventions.org.   Each of the division and district conventions as 
well as the novice quartet contests will be featured here.  Previous conventions 
will remain accessible for at least six months. 
 
Information is added to the websites regularly, so keep coming back to get the 
latest information. 

 
eNews expanded 

The eNews newsletter is delivered monthly by email to all district members with 
email and to Society Associates.  Others may subscribe by request to the district 
webmaster.  The primary focus is on future events of interest to whole divisions 
and the district.  No ads are accepted. 
 

Two columns were added recently.   
 

Heard Over The Back Fence is for short announcements and events of interest about 
persons, quartets, and chapters. 
 
Inquiring Minds Want to Know  is for your questions.  Each month one question is 
featured.  Send your questions to the District Webmaster 

 
 
 

 
 
 
____________________________ 
Keith Eckhardt 
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                          Download and fill out as directed on Page 3 of this report 
 

Chapter Delegate’s Credential Form 
 

        
 Chapter Delegate’s Credential Form  

House of Delegates, Far Western District 
                                       

Spring HOD Meeting:  March 19, 2010 
 

From Chapter President:  This will certify that the Delegate of 
 

the ____________________________________Chapter 
 

Is_____________________________________________ 
 

_________________       __________________________ 
(Delegate Signature)          (Chapter President Signature) 

 
DELEGATE: Please present this card to the DVP at yo ur 

table .   


