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Music Man 2007 – 50th Anniversary Celebration

Harold Hill: A man can't turn tail and run just because a little personal risk is involved. What did Shakespeare say? "Cowards die a thousand deaths, the brave man... only 500"?

THINK, BOYS. THINK!

Try a few of these!

Chapter Activities:  

· Encourage every member in the Society to become “A Harold Hill” by “committing” to recruit at least one new member in 2007 – More info to follow from the Membership Department.

· Have a well planned guest night with a Music Man theme.

· Invite everyone who is, or ever has performed in the Music Man, no matter what role.

· Invite quartets that have performed in the Music Man – invite early enough so that they may be prepared to perform.

· Invite people who saw the Music Man on Broadway between Dec 19, 1957 and April 15, 1961 (one of the 1375 on Broadway shows).

· Invite ever person name Harold Hill in your phone book.

· Invite music educators who have done/are going to do the Music Man.

· Have “tryouts” for the School Board instead of a “regular” guest night.

· Perform/Teach a few Music Man numbers/tags.

· Show all or part of the Music Man video.

· Invite current/past Music Man performers to a rehearsal.

· Go to local schools and theaters to do the research in person. Let them know what you are searching for and WHY! 

· Give past Music Man performers discounted tickets to your annual show in Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Music Man.

· Participate in Inter Chapter Visits with a Music Man theme.


· ALL CHAPTERS IN THE SOCIETY are encouraged to MEET TUESDAY, DEC. 19, 2007, the 50th Anniversary of the Music Man – 

· Make this a guest night, and inter-chapter night, a social night, combining seasonal activities with the celebration of the Music Man Anniversary.

· Invite local Sweet Adelines or Harmony Incorporated Chapters to participate in performing the famous combined piece “Lida Rose/Will I Ever Tell You” as part of that celebration.

· Support groups performing the Music Man - 

· Go to the show.

· Volunteer to work at the show.

· Buy and ad in their program.

· Promote their show.

· Trade tickets for your show with them (at equal $ value).

· Help build the staging.

· Be a fill in/extra.

· Offer coaching to the Quartet IF YOU ARE CAPABLE.

· Be the Quartet.

· Have a “special show” during the year for the Music Man (Some Music Man related scripts are available at Harmony Marketplace or write your own!).

· Encourage neighboring choruses to do the same show and share quartets.

· Involve SAI or HI in shows by learning some 8-part arrangements from the Music Man.

Chapter Activities (cont’d)
· Do a mini Music Man show for your sing outs in 2007.  Look for opportunities to sing for more groups, sometimes with mini choruses, like service clubs, etc.
· Involve the audience.  Find guys who can sing and bring them up to sing with you -- hand them music, put them beside good singers on the part (If they talk low, they sing bass.  All others sing Lead.)  Wouldn't it be fun to get them singing "Ice Cream"?
· Hold Harold Hill member Recruitment activities in Malls, at festivals, county fairs, etc. 

· Have a chapter family night meeting and show the Music Man movie. (January to March would be ideal!) 

· Have an audition night within your Chapter to find the Harold Hill among you who is as zany, upbeat, energetic and eternally optimistic as Harold Hill.  

· Perform with your local community/school band or orchestra the “Music Man Medley” available for rental at the Barbershop Harmony Society.

· When a Society Staff comes to town, hype it up as a visit from the Society’s “Music Man.”  You can bet he’ll be “selling” something.

District Activities:

· Provide info/materials to all the chapters to support all of the above.

· Produce a regular (monthly) e-bulletin to all the chapters regarding the progress and success stories about what is happening in the district.

· Everyone who has ever sang in Music Man has anecdotes that would be great material for a bulletin -- starting in the wrong key; flatting the song that has the orchestra come in on the second verse;  using a non-barbershopper "fill-in" and the horrors of it; and many more.  (We were absent from rehearsal one night and four guys tried to do the "Courthouse Square" line in Wells Fargo Wagon... they brought down the cast with laughter.)

· Theme District schools around the Music Man.
· Theme your conventions. Provide a button or hat for all the Hotel front staff to wear (especially the front desk and the bell staff.)

· Schedule quartets to greet people as they come into the HQ hotel, or as they stand in line to register, dressed in school board outfits...

· Have ribbons like the First Timer ribbons for everyone who has performed the Music Man (get them from HQ?)
· Have your Joe Barbershop Chorus sing "Sincere" and "Lida Rose" (with soloist?).

· Form a “Music Man Chorus” consisting of people who have ever been in the Music Man.
· Ask your Quartet Champions Association to carry the theme in their show (I'd bet a lot of champs have performed the Music Man).

· Host a “Rocky Horror Picture Show”-type event inviting a large number of people to watch, dress up, and sing a long to the Movie.
· Music Man Trivia Game-Where people who answer obscure Music Man questions correctly win prizes.
Society Activities:

· Midwinter Convention

· Music Man theme

· Buffalo Bills Era Quartet Contest.

· International Convention

· Music Man theme.

· “Music Man Chorus” consisting of people who have ever been in the Music Man.
· “Rocky Horror Picture Show”-type event inviting a large number of people to watch, dress up, and sing along to the Movie.
· Harmony University

· Music Man theme.

· December 19, 2007 Music Man Celebration

· All chapters are encouraged to meet on Tuesday, December 19, 2007 for an inter-chapter/guest night celebration.

· Invite local Sweet Adelines and/or Harmony Incorporated chapters to participate.  Finale for the evening will be “Lida Rose/Will I Ever Tell You” 8-part arrangement (available from the Society).
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